Missing People Sunday – 8 May 2011
Suggestions for worship
On Missing People Sunday, 8th May, parishes throughout the Diocese are invited to remember those who have been missing for a long time, their families not knowing if they are still alive somewhere, or have died.  We also remember their families and close friends who, as it were, live in limbo, not knowing what has happened to their missing loved ones or where they are. Parishes can remember them in two ways.  
First, by the preacher of the day drawing attention to the reality and pain of those whose loved ones are missing, in the light of the Christian hope, and by reference to the readings for this Sunday.  
Secondly, the person leading intercessions is asked to pray for those missing for a long time, their families and friends, especially those in the counties of our Diocese, Dorset and Wiltshire. (See prayer resources)
Praying for the missing people and their families is not a magic wand that will suddenly bring back their loved ones.  What we offer is a powerful ministry of support.  As Christians we believe that in Jesus Christ God has shown his love for us all through Good Friday and Easter; God is intimately involved in human pain, in the suffering of separation and of death.  His love is inclusive, embracing all missing people, whoever they are and wherever they may be, as well as their families and friends who still grieve for them.
Suggested prayers:
“Father on this Missing People Sunday be with those whose loved ones have been missing for a long time.  In your compassion enter their darkness; assure them that you are always with them and with their missing ones, wherever they may be.”
“Give strength to members of the police responsible for searching for missing people, and give them sensitivity in their support for the families.”

“Give wisdom and patience to those who work for the Salvation Army Family Tracing Service and to those working for Missing People Charity.  May they be channels of your grace in helping those devastated by the loss of missing loved ones.”

“Father, as we pray today for those who are missing and their families give to us the compassion of Christ in responding with prayer and appropriate action to the needs of others that you bring to our attention day by day.”

These are only suggestions.  Please adapt according to the needs and circumstances of your Sunday worship.








The Revd David Hayes
