revised July 2007

Notes on preparing for the Bishop to visit for a Confirmation Service with no Baptism

I hope that you may find these notes useful when preparing the service, 

1. This text has not been paginated to allow for the fact that hymns, scripture references and customary texts for the Lord's Prayer, etc. need to be entered.  Please could you ensure that page turns are at sensible places, and please number the pages.

2.  Various seasonal material is found in the appendix at the end of the text for the order of service.

3. The Bishop will bring Chrism Oil, but would be grateful if you would provide a bowl of water, with lemon, and a small towel for hand washing, and a generous sprig of rosemary for sprinkling the congregation. 

4.  The Bishop will usually be accompanied by his chaplain, but could you please arrange for either yourself as Parish priest or someone else to Deacon. That would include announcing the hymns, if necessary, as well as the usual diaconal duties.

5. The Bishop would  expect to use the Collect, Post Communion and Readings for the day, but will consider using the special readings or seasonal material if there is a good reason.

Please do not print the service until it has been checked and approved by the Bishop. Please therefore  send a draft order of service to me at the Bishop's office about four weeks before the service itself, and do telephone me with any queries or difficulties! 




01722 334031 (office)

Kind Regards




Jay Waite
Liturgical Chaplain to the Bishop.

The Eucharist with Confirmation
ORDER OF SERVICE
The Gathering

At the entry of the ministers a hymn is sung.

INSERT HYMN

The Greeting

The Bishop greets the people:

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be his Kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
There is one body and one spirit.

There is one hope to which we were called;
one Lord, one faith, one baptism,

one God and Father  of all.
Peace be with you

and also with you.
The Bishop introduces the service.
Gloria in Excelsis  Optional (except in lent and advent)

INSERT TEXT – 
The Collect

The Bishop introduces a period of silent prayer.

The Collect is said, and all respond

Amen

The Liturgy of the Word

Readings  1 or 2, and then the Gospel

OLD TESTAMENT READING   INSERT SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 
At the end the reader says

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Psalm or hymn, if customary (insert text)
NEW TESTAMENT READING INSERT SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
At the end the reader says

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Gradual hymn and/or gospel acclamation (Alleluias)

INSERT HYMN

Gospel Reading

INSERT SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
When the Gospel is announced the reader says
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.  INSERT NAME
Glory to you, O Lord.
At the end
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

The Liturgy of Initiation

Presentation of the candidates

The candidates for confirmation stand before the Bishop.
The Bishop asks the candidates [for confirmation]
Have you been baptized in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit?

I have.
The Bishop asks the candidates
Are you ready with your own mouth

  and from your own heart

to affirm your faith in Jesus Christ?

I am.
(Testimony by the candidates may follow.)
(Delete if not required)
The Bishop addresses the whole congregation
Faith is the gift of God to his people.

People of God, will you welcome these candidates

  and uphold them in their life in Christ?

With the help of God, we will.
Decision

A large candle is lit. The Bishop addresses all the candidates
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.

Therefore I ask:

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?

I reject them.
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?

I renounce them.
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God 
  and neighbour?

I repent of them.

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.

So I ask:

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
I turn to Christ.
Do you submit to Christ as Lord?

I submit to Christ.
Will you walk with Christ, the way, the truth and the life?

I will walk with Christ.
The Bishop says
May God, who has given you the desire to follow Christ,

Give you also strength to continue in the Way

Amen 
During the singing of a hymn or litany the Bishop moves to the font 
with the candidates for confirmation.  
The congregation, standing, faces the font as the procession moves.
INSERT HYMN or music

The Bishop says

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

All: It is right to give thanks and praise

Blessed are you, sovereign God of all,

to you be glory and praise for ever.

You are our light and our salvation.

From the deep waters of death

you have raised your Son to life in triumph.

Grant that all who have been born anew by water and the Spirit,

may daily be renewed in your image,

walk by the light of faith,

and serve you in newness of life;

through your anointed Son, Jesus Christ,

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit

we lift our voices of praise.

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
All: Blessed be God for ever.

Profession of Faith

The Bishop addresses the congregation
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess 

together with these candidates

the faith of the Church.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven;
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of  saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen
The Bishop then sprinkles the candidates with water from the font
as a reminder of their own baptism, and all say
Almighty God,

we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith

with all those who have been baptized into your name.

Keep us faithful to our baptism, 

and so make us ready for that day

when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.
The Bishop leads the candidates back to the place of confirmation.

INSERT HYMN

The congregation sits or kneels in prayer for the candidates.
Confirmation

The Bishop stands before those who are to be confirmed and says
Our help is in the name of the Lord

who has made heaven and earth.
Blessed be the name of the Lord

now and for ever.  Amen.
The Bishop extends his hands towards those to be confirmed, and says:
Almighty and ever living God,

you have given your servants new birth

in baptism by water and the Spirit,

and have forgiven them all their sins.

Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them:

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding;

the Spirit of counsel and inward strength;

the Spirit of knowledge and true godliness;

and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord.  Amen.
The candidates are presented to the Bishop, who anoints them with the Oil of Chrism, saying:
N., God has called you by name and made you his own.

Then he lays his hand on the head of each, saying 
Confirm, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit.  

Amen.

After he has laid hands on all the candidates, the Bishop invites the congregation  
to pray for all those on whom hands have been laid.
Defend, O Lord, these your servants 
with your heavenly grace,

that they may continue yours for ever,
and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more
until they come to your everlasting kingdom.  Amen
The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

The Bishop introduces the Peace, and then says
The peace of the Lord be always with you

and also with you.
A minister says
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace.
Preparation of the Table

Taking of the Bread and Wine
A hymn is sung as the table is prepared and bread and wine are placed on it.

A collection is taken to be given to the Episcopal Church of the Sudan.

The Bishop takes the bread and wine.

INSERT HYMN

Remain standing

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you

and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to give thanks and praise.
The bishop praises God for his mighty acts and all respond
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
Hosanna in the highest. 



The bishop recalls the Last Supper, and this acclamation is used

Great is the mystery of faith.

(Another authorized 

Christ has died:


acclamation may be used)

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
The prayer continues and leads into the doxology, to which all respond boldly
Amen.
(or, for prayer A or G)

Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

INSERT TEXT
Breaking of the Bread

INSERT TEXT of Fraction and/or Agnus Dei
Giving of Communion

INSERT TEXT of Invitation
The Bishop and people receive communion.

Authorized words of distribution are used and the communicant replies

Amen.

During the distribution hymns and anthems may be sung
INSERT HYMN(S)
Prayer after Communion

All stand

The Bishop says the post communion prayer.
Then may be said:

Almighty God,

we thank you……

(or) 


CHOOSE AND INSERT TEXT

Father of all……
The Dismissal

Sending Out

The Bishop blesses the people
A hymn is sung, during which a minister gives a lighted candle to those upon whom hands have been laid

INSERT HYMN
At the end of the hymn, when all have received a candle, the Bishop says
God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness

and has given us a place with the saints in light.

You have received the light of Christ:

walk in this light all the days of your life.

Shine as a light in the world
to the glory of God the Father.
A minister says
Go in the light and peace of Christ

Thanks be to God.  
or, from Easter Day to Pentecost

Go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
The Bishop leads the newly baptized and confirmed through the congregation.
APPENDIX
SEASONAL MATERIAL
1)
EPIPHANY - BAPTISM OF CHRIST - TRINITY
Collect – if the Collect for the day is not used
Lord of all time and eternity,

you opened heaven's gate and revealed yourself as Father

by the voice that called Jesus your beloved Son,

baptising him, in the power of the Spirit:

reveal yourself to us now, to claim us as your children, 

and so complete the heavenly work of our rebirth

in the waters of the new creation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord . . . 

3)
EASTER – PENTECOST as above
COLLECT 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

from whose wounded side flowed life for the world:

raise your people from sin and death

and build them as living stones

into the spiritual temple of your church;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, world without end. Amen.
3)
ALL SAINTS
Collect as above
Almighty Father,

you have made us heirs through hope of your everlasting kingdom,

and in the waters of baptism you have promised

a measure of grace overflowing to all eternity.

Take our sins and guilt away,

and so inflame us with the life of your Spirit

that we may know your favour and goodness towards us,

and walk in newness of life, both now and for ever;

through Jesus Christ our Lord . . .

COMMISSION
The Bishop may use this commission,before the Blessing
Those who are baptized are called to worship and serve God.

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship,

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?

With the help of God, I will.
Will you persevere in resisting evil,

and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

With the help of God, I will.
Will you proclaim by word and example

the good news of God in Christ?

With the help of God, I will.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all people,

loving your neighbour as your self?

With the help of God, I will.
Will you acknowledge Christ's authority over human society,

by prayer for the world and its leaders,

by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice?

With the help of God, I will.
May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,

that you may be rooted and grounded in love

and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit, 

and the blessing of God Almighty…

Amen.
