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SRE Policy – discussion paper: points to consider for Staff and Governors.

Sex and Relationships Education in C of E Primary Schools

The DCSF Sex and Relationship Education guidance states that Sex and Relationship Education (SRE) should be firmly rooted within the framework for Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and Citizenship. However, questions have been raised about how Sex Education should be taught within a Church School setting – reflecting both the distinctive ethos and values which underpin a Church School.  In response to these issues the following guidance is offered to facilitate discussion when developing a policy. 

Context
Christian values should be key to every aspect of life within the Church school community. This includes all policy formation and practice.  Christian understanding of sex is that it is a gift of God as part of creation. This gift is celebrated within the sanctity of marriage. 

“Marriage is given as a foundation of family life in which children are born and nurtured and in which each member of the family, in good times and in bad, may find strength, companionship and comfort and grow to maturity in love.”  (Church of England Marriage Service)  

Guiding principles

In a C of E school Christian beliefs and values should underpin SRE such that SRE is taught in the belief that:

· the sanctity of marriage is central in Christian teaching and practice

· children should learn the significance of marriage and families as key building blocks of community and society

· children should learn that some people choose not to engage in sexual activity and that this should be respected and valued as a response to the gift of faith.

· sex education includes learning about physical  and emotional development.

· sex education is part of a wider social, personal, spiritual and moral education process;

· children should be taught to have respect for their own and other people’s bodies;

· children should learn about their responsibilities to others, and be aware of the consequences of sexual activity;

· it is important to build positive relationships with others, involving trust and respect;

· children need to learn the importance of self-control.

· children need to learn how to keep themselves safe when using the internet and other forms of technology.

· children need to be aware of responsible use of all forms of technology in order to respect the wellbeing and integrity of others

Role of Parents

The primary role in children’s sex education lies with parents and carers. It is therefore important to build positive and supportive relationships with the parents and carers through mutual understanding, trust and co-operation.

Role of the local Church and community

Members of the local Health Authority such as the school nurse and other health professionals are available to give support. In addition the local church community can be a valuable resource in teaching about Christian marriage.

Role of the Headteacher and governors

In a VA school the responsibility for the Sex and Relationships policy lies with the governors. The headteacher  has to ensure that both staff and parents are informed about the school’s sex education policy, and that the policy is implemented effectively. The Governing Body should carefully scrutinise teaching material to ensure it is appropriate for the school’s distinctive ethos and foundation.

Confidentiality and Safeguarding Children Procedures

Due regard should be given to Child Protection Policy in the development and delivery of Sex and Relationships Education.

Questions to facilitate discussion.

· How do you respect a wide range of individual beliefs and practice whilst upholding the Christian perspective on these issues?

· How can you equip children to deal with the challenges of peer pressure?

· How can we enable children to recognize that alcohol or drugs, for example, impede self control and lead to actions which are later regretted? How do we help children to explore the importance of self control in their lives? 

· In order to develop a healthy sexual relationship in later life, children need to develop positive relationships, involving trust and respect. How do we develop the skills necessary to achieve this?

· How can the local church community be used as a resource for teaching about Christian marriage?

· What procedures are in place to monitor the governing body and headteacher responsibilities for SRE? 
·   What provision do you make to encourage safe and responsible use of the internet?         
SRE Policy Discussion Paper 
Published Edition 1.
March 2010

