Week beginning: 19th May 2014
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    Week 32 – John and Charles Wesley
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	I can identify what is important to me
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	Reflection: Charles Wesley wrote:
     Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down; 
       Fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown! 

       Jesus thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 

       Visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart.


	Thinking:
John and Charles Wesley were brothers. John became a famous preacher and Charles a famous hymn writer. They were both brought up in the Church of England but felt strongly that they had to take the word of God to all people (particularly the poor and needy) wherever they were, rather than trying to get them into a church to learn about God. 
Life was not always easy. John’s wife left him and a missionary trip to Georgia in America left Charles and John feeling tired and fed up because nobody wanted to learn about God. Back in England John preached two or three times a day meaning he preached some 40,000 sermons during his lifetime! Charles carried on writing hymns, often on horseback as he travelled from place to place. 
One of John Wesley’s famous quotes was:

‘Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In all the ways you can. In all the places you can. At all the times you can. To all the people you can. As long as ever you can.’
John Wesley believed so strongly that God’s message of love was for everyone that he founded Methodism – still Christian but believing that it was important to:

1. Live simple and ‘pure’ lives – some Methodists don’t drink alcohol
2. Show God’s love e.g. visit the sick / elderly / prisoners

3. Tell others about God’s love  
Which do you think is most important for Christians to do? Why?
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