Week beginning: 9th September 2013


	November 2013 is the 50th anniversary of C. S. Lewis. Did you know that he was a Christian? Many of his story books have a moral message hidden within the storyline.  Read this summary of: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.
The 4 Pevensie children (Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy) are evacuated during WW2 to stay with an old professor who lives in a large house in the English countryside. Whilst playing ‘hide and seek’ one day, Lucy finds an old wardrobe with fur coats in it. Behind these she discovers another world called Narnia: a magical place where strange things happen. Narnia is always cold and covered in snow because the White Witch has made it "always Winter, but never Christmas". Her rules were that if ever humans were found they were to be captured and handed over to her…… 

Edmund follows his sister into the wardrobe and gets tricked by The White Witch to hand over his brother and sisters in return for sweets and the promise of being a Prince of Narnia. Later, when the children enter Narnia again, Edmund rushes off to tell the witch of their whereabouts. In the meantime the other 3 meet Mr. and Mrs. Beaver who tell them of an ancient prophecy that the witch's power will fail when two Sons of Adam and two Daughters of Eve (i.e. 4 humans) sit on the four thrones of Narnia. The Beavers also tell of a good and gentle lion named Aslan who has been away for many years but will hopefully return to help defeat the evil White Witch. 
Edmund is captured by the witch who says that because he has betrayed his brother and sisters she now has a reason to kill him. This means that there would no longer be 4 humans to sit on the thrones of Narnia so she would remain as Queen of Narnia.
Aslan returns to help fight the battle and bargains with the witch to exchange his own life for Edmund's. The witch agrees because she knows how powerful Aslan is and wants to get rid of him. She ties Aslan to a stone table and kills him with a knife. The next morning Lucy and Susan find that the stone table is broken. Aslan’s body has gone! Aslan has been restored to life and comes to meet them. A greater power (that the Witch did not know about) had brought him back to life because he was innocent and killed instead of someone who was guilty. In the White Witch’s palace were many statues (animals that the Witch didn’t like and so turned into stone). Aslan breathes on the statues, restoring them to life. The witch is defeated by Aslan’s army and the 4 children become the Kings and Queens of Narnia, fulfilling the prophecy and bringing peace and warmth to Narnia once again.
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