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           Week 9: World War 1
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	I recognise and manage difficult feelings.
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	Reflection: 

When the 1st World War started, most soldiers were volunteers. To increase their numbers, the government introduced compulsory conscription for all single men aged between 18 and 41 in March 1916 (unless they were medically unfit, clergymen or teachers).  3 months later, conscription was extended to include married men. This left many widows and children without fathers after the war. 

Conscientious objectors were men who refused to fight - they thought it was wrong to say that killing when the government decides who to kill is ok and you get a medal, but that if you kill someone inside your own country you get into trouble. These men were given non-fighting roles. 
The ‘No More War Movement’ (NMWM) was formed by ‘conscientious objectors’. In 1922 they proposed that the centre of the red poppy should say ‘Peace’. Failing that, they thought there should be white poppies distributed on Armistice / Remembrance Day to share their belief that war was not the right way to sort out problems.  


	Thinking:
Reflect on these words from the song: ‘Down by the Riverside’ 
(Come and Praise 142)

V1 I’m going to lay down my sword and shield, down by the riverside

V2 I’m going to talk with the Prince of Peace, down by the riverside

V3 I’m going to shake hands with everyone, down by the riverside

V4 I’m going to walk with my friends in peace, down by the riverside

Talk to the person next to you about whether you would have fought or been a conscientious objector and why?
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