DIOCESE OF SALISBURY

LOSS OF AMENITY GRANT

following the sale of a parsonage house
1.0
INTRODUCTION

1.1
When a parsonage [or a team vicarage that has previously been a parsonage] is rendered permanently redundant and not replaced within the same benefice boundaries, a grant is payable to the local Church towards the replacement of an established parish amenity that may have been lost in consequence.  Normally this only applies on formal redundancy in a Scheme under the Pastoral Measure 1983 by which the house is vested in the Diocesan Board of Finance for disposal.

1.2
The grant is at the discretion of Bishop’s Council [acting for the DBF].  Applications are made to the relevant Archdeaconry Property Committee which will advise Bishop’s Council on both eligibility in principle and on the merits of the proposed project and on the level of grant that should be offered.

2.0
POLICY DETAILS


2.1
A claim is open to any parish within the boundaries both of the benefice in which the house stood and of the new benefice following any pastoral reorganisation that caused the house to be redundant.  Local agreement amongst those parishes is therefore needed first, clarifying which parish[es] may make the claim.

2.2
Adequate evidence of a “lost amenity” does need to be demonstrated but consideration of the claim will be tempered with discretion having regard to the merit of the grant policy in mitigating the strong sense of loss often associated with such redundancies.
2.3
Use of the grant for resources as well as capital works is acceptable but capital works are preferred.  These often comprise such schemes as the conversion of space within the parish church.

2.4
A sum will be identified each year representing the maximum grant available towards any approved project or projects for each house sold.  The current maximum is £25,000.

2.5
The grant is not expected to cover the full cost of the project[s].  An appropriate local contribution to the cost, according to the circumstances of each case, will be expected.

2.6
Where a proposed project affects a church building the grant is conditional upon the receipt of a Faculty.  In such cases the approval of the Diocesan Advisory Committee is sufficient to confirm the merits of the project detail.

2.7
If approval is given in principle [ie eligibility has been accepted], preliminary accounts can be paid out of the grant for the cost of investigation, planning fees etc, on the basis that any such payment is forfeited from the eventual grant total if that particular project is aborted.  

2.8
Payment of the grant can be by reimbursement to the PCC[s] or other authorised local fund, or direct to the contractor/professionals on a Churchwarden’s signature, in whatever instalments are requested.

2.9
Payment can only be made in response to documentary evidence of expenditure.

3.0
TIME LIMIT

3.1
It is recognised that a gestation period is required for appropriate projects to emerge following the disposal of a house.  The submission of a grant application [in principle or in detail] must be made within five years of the date of disposal of the house concerned.  

4.0
APPLICATIONS


4.1
There is no application form.  

4.2
Copies of this leaflet will be sent to the Incumbent of the benefice in which the redundant house stands immediately following the disposal of the property.

4.3
Enquiries and applications should be made in writing to the Diocesan Property Secretary, Church House  Crane Street  Salisbury  Wilts  SP1 2QB.

The Property Secretary, Salisbury Diocesan Board of Finance,

Church House, Crane Street,

Salisbury, Wilts  SP1 2QB

Tel: Salisbury [01722]  411933  FAX:  [01722]  329833

e-mail:  property.dept@salisbury.anglican.org
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