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Finally:  What action have you identified that should or could be taken:


    ·  immediately    ·  in the short-term    ·  and in the long term?








                     BOX 8





There is provision in place for children to learn about the Christian faith, the Bible and Prayer, and appropriate resources and leadership is in place.








The challenge here is just as much for us as adult 


members of God’s Church, as it is to the young people. 





Oft repeated Bible stories can simply become the same as nursery rhymes and other children’s stories, passed by as the child grows and matures, until they are treated as just ‘nice stories for children’.





Simply telling Bible stories isn’t enough. It can be an easy opt-out. 


Much more challenging, but also more rewarding and satisfying, is getting to grips with the dynamic story of God’s involvement in our history – 


or maybe that should be “His-Story”?





Creative approaches to exploring the Bible require more preparation, but will lead to a much deeper understanding and ownership of what is discovered.





This involves cost. Financial costs for good quality creative resources, and costs in time & money for proper training for your parish volunteers, as well as preparation and personal study by them for their work with the young people.





Access to meaningful prayer for children and young people requires creative thinking and careful preparation. How can we make this something that they can engage in? 


This is probably not done by someone just reading out prayers, but rather, requires active engagement in creating prayer. This can take many forms: writing, acting, drawing, painting and making. Prayer can involve the use of photographs and video, pilgrimage, music, the senses, speaking and being silent.





Parish volunteers need to receive inspiration and training. They may need active encouragement and financial support to attend training. Anything less devalues not just them and their skills and commitment, but also the children & young people too.








Four questions that may help and challenge your approach to the Bible and Prayer:





How is the Bible used and explored in your church?





In what form does prayer with children and young people take in your church?





What training and resources are offered and used by volunteers working with children and young people in your church?





Does your church budget sufficiently for resources and training?














