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Finally:  What action have you identified that should or could be taken:


    ·  immediately    ·  in the short-term    ·  and in the long term?








                     BOX 7





Children are listened to 


and responded 


to appropriately








“Don't assume you know what's best 


for us without our opinions. You don't. 


Maybe you know what would be best for you if you were a child, 


but you're not in our minds now, are you?”


16 year old girl





It is a challenge to recognise and enable the capacity of children and young people 


to be the agents of change both for themselves and for others.





To do that, the whole Church needs to listen to what children and young people are saying and respond to what it hears. That isn't easy - and won't necessarily be comfortable, because the clarity with which children understand and speak about their lives sometimes challenges our preconceived notions of what we expect to hear.





Yet, children and young people respond very positively to adults who show that they are willing, and will make time, to listen. You may be able to recall adults from your own childhood who made time and space to share and understand your concerns. They can remain important and special people to us, and often helped shape who we are now as adults.





Active listening can be very hard work but also very rewarding as it can enable the speaker to understand their own thinking and the listener to build their understanding. 





An important part of welcome, both for adults and for young people, is being heard and being taken seriously.





Here are some questions that may be helpful to consider:





How do adults in the church learn and grow through listening to children and young people?





Are there further ways in which we could encourage children and young people 


in our church to express their thoughts and feelings?





What opportunities are there for leaders/parents/children to offer comments or recommendations when the church makes plans for the future? 





How does the Church Council hear the views & opinions of children and young people?





Does the Church Council follow up/consider any comments / recommendations made by children and young people?














