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Finally:  What action have you identified that should or could be taken:


    ·  immediately    ·  in the short-term    ·  and in the long term?








                     BOX 6





Children are welcomed at church services and have a 


valued role








This section is largely about your Church Services but 


discussion might broaden to church events as a whole.





Are children or young people welcomed at all services and church events?





Some services and events may not be considered appropriate for children.


However, they do have the ability to attend at the most unexpected times or more often, not turning up at the expected times. 





How we respond as a church when children and young people are present, can make a big difference to their lasting perception of church, and whether they are really welcome to be a part of it.





Here are some questions that may challenge and broaden your thinking:





Where does Church happen for children and young people?


When are children and young people usually in church services?


How do we let them know that they are welcome?


Are there particular roles for them within services?


Are they treated as accepted and valued members of the congregation?


Do we appropriately acknowledge that children are with us?


How might children and young people welcome us and others?





Consider how we value the children and young people amongst us.





In Services:


 


What part do children and young people take, and


do we credit children and young people with ability/faith/integrity:





In the tasks/ roles/responsibilities?


In the liturgies we use?


In the way we talk to them?


In the way we listen to them?


In the way we behave towards them?


In our expectations of them?





Can we do things differently to further acknowledge their value? 





The BIG Question:


Does our mutual love and respect for and with children and young people 


properly and effectively reflect God’s love?	








