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This section of the Children Are Welcome Chart may seem 


daunting, but it is, in fact, one of the easiest to mark as completed! 





The guidelines and procedures for establishing your parish's Child Safety Policy are very clear and accessible. There is training regularly held by the Diocesan Child Protection Officer for parish representatives to attend.





No parish can develop any Children's and/or Youth Work, unless a Safeguarding policy is in place. That is why it is the first box in the chart. You must take every step to get the practice and procedures right, before you begin.





Insurance cover for your work with children and young people will depend on complying with protection policies and making the best use of guidelines.





Safeguarding procedures aren’t there to be a burden or put-off. They have been developed because children and young people are worth safeguarding and to do anything less would be a disservice.





It also places a real value on your volunteers, safeguarding them as they take on the work. They too are worth it and having the right policy and procedures protects and reassures them too.





Checklist





Review your current practice and policy.


Identify any changes or updates that need to be introduced in the light of current guidelines.


Draft the new or updated policy.


PCC to agree (new or updated) policy.


Identify a member of the PCC to monitor the work with Under 18s to ensure practice and procedures are being followed correctly and necessary CRB checks are undertaken and up to date.


Ensure all your children’s & youth workers have a current enhanced CRB accreditation.


Hold a session with the people who work as Children's & Youth Work volunteers, to explain what is required and how the procedures work.


Make sure all your volunteers have a paper copy of the policy and procedures.


Agree a date for a regular review of your Child Protection Policy (ideally, annually).


Make sure the parish is represented at any training events where Child Safety issues are being explored or updated.








Keep a check on any recent changes to guidelines.





Up to date parish guidelines are always readily available on 


the Diocesan Website under the heading ‘Safeguarding’.





                    BOX 1





A Parish Safeguarding Policy is in place and adhered to








